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a), a noted Andhra astrologer belonging to the Kakatiya period, standardized the present
system based on the luni-solar calender. This system is also followed by the Kannadigas and
Maharastrians.
Most of the Hindu festivals like Dasara and Deepavali are celebrated in Andhra, mostly
in the same way the others in India do, except for some local variations. The New Year
Day falls on the first day of the bright fortnight of the lunar month Chaitram. It is customary
to prepare a paccaoV, a mixture of several ingredients like the sour mango, the bitter neem
flower, new tamarind and jaggery and taste it as the first thing in the morning. This is to
remind one of the complex nature of life which is an admixture of the bitter and the sweet
aspects. In olden days, elderly people of the village used to assemble in order to learn what
the coming year held for them accodring to the astrological implications of the almanac. In
the medieval period, kings celebrated a festival of the spring, Vasantotsava, for nine days
starting from the New Year Day. The celebration was also an occasion for the poets and
artists to meet and display their skills.
Srirama Navami, which occurs during the same month, Is widely celebrated in Andhra as
the birthday of Rama as well as an occasion for the performance of his marriage with S'rta. In
some places the occasion is also marked by the enthusiasm of the agriculturists organizing
bullock-races. The most Important pilgrim centre for celebrating the festival with great pomp
and devotion is the Srirama temple at Bhadrachalam. Lakhs of devotees converge on the
place to witness the marriage ceremony of the Lord.
The month of Sravana is replete with festive activity, specially for the women. The major
festival corning In this month Is Krishna A$tamlt the birthday of Krishna. The chief attraction
of tills festival used to be netting a butter-pot hung high in a public place against odds.
Mangaja QaurJ Vratem, celebrated on all the Tuesdays of this month, is still a must for
the newly married girls. One of the Fridays, preferably the one before the Full-Moon day, is
the day on which Varalaxml (the Goddess Laxml who gives boons) is worshipped, mostly
by married women. Honouring elderly women wtth living husbands as a representative of
Goddess Laxml or Qauri Is common on those days. They also offer social occasions for
women to congreagate at each one's house and receive pasupu (turmeric), kumkum, betel
leaves and fruit. Such congregations are called Perantams,
The major festival of the Bhadrapada month is Vlnayaka Caviti, which offers a merry
occasion for youngsters in gathering the various kinds of leaves and flowers prescribed for
the pu/a. Following the Maharashtra tradition, initiated by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, in recent years
this festival has gathered around It some social dimensions also, especially in cities.